The Dysphagia Research Society hosted 382 clinical and basic scientists from 27 countries at its 16th annual meeting held at the Wild Dunes Resort, Isle Of Palms in Charleston, SC. Recorded meeting attendance was the largest since the inception of the Society. The 2008 platform featured 79 posters and 47 oral paper presentations and offered diverse research topics reaching across all the disciplines (speechlanguage pathology, otolaryngology, gastroenterology, neurology, neuroscience, radiology, oncology, dental medicine, nursing, developmental pediatrics, gerontology, pulmonary medicine, physical and rehabilitation sciences, engineering, and nutrition) represented at the meeting of the seasoned research society.
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The diversity of topics was exceeded only by the 51 highly accomplished members of the program planning committee who took ownership for the collaborative development and resultant success of the meeting. The program was strategically planned to follow the current clinical demand for development of novel diagnostic methods and interventions for dysphagia treatment and with the National Institutes of Health's (NIH) initiatives that focus on bringing together collaborative, interdisciplinary research teams that seek and disseminate new knowledge and interventions for improved patient survival, health, and quality of life. The discipline-diversity of the membership strengthened the science and the relevance of the research hypotheses that were generated from the sessions. Session topics ranged from grappling with relevant epidemiologic aspects of dysphagia to examination of sensorimotor mechanisms that underlie the functional, physiologic swallowing continuum. Didactic sessions highlighted the challenges associated with signal validity in all aspects of recording swallowing function from the end organ to the cortex. The evidence presented in the sessions underscored the appreciation for the relevance of acrosssystem neural control and consideration of these interactions in the development and testing of novel behavioral, pharmacologic, and surgical interventions for swallowingdisordered patients from development through senescence. Finally, the preconference, attended by a record 189 participants, took on a new premise this year that demonstrated the importance of the researcher-clinician teams as they tackled tough questions in the areas of dysphagia related to head and neck and neurologic disorders-our two most prevalent patient populations who suffer from feeding and swallowing disorders over the age spectrum.
Our seasoned and loyal society members welcomed many new participating interdisciplinary scientists to our meeting who infused a new level of energy in our strategic direction for the study of normal and disordered deglutition. The 2008 DRS meeting was the first in its history to include a focused international research outreach initiative that profiled the work by our off-shore colleagues.
A very special feature of the meeting was the presentation and participation by the renowned gastroenterologist, scientist, educator, mentor, and longstanding friend of the Society, Dr. Donald O. Castell. Dr. Castell, the presenter of the esteemed Dodds-Donner lecture, discussed the clinical importance of nonacid reflux studied with combined impedance-pH monitoring. In keeping with the spirit of mentoring and the mission of the Society that encourages young researchers to achieve independence in their scientific careers, the meeting also included the first New Investigator Forum featuring our award-winning young scientists, and a didactic session with some of the Society's most prolific investigators during which they shared their experiences and wisdom on facilitation of mutually successful mentee/mentor relationships.
It cannot be overstated that the success of the meeting required a great deal of support from many people. The Board and I wish to extend our sincere appreciation for the generous support provided by our industry partners. The participation of new and historically faithful allies speaks to their commitment to moving our science forward and to assisting the Society in meeting the rising financial challenges associated with planning these events. Most importantly, we extend our gratitude to every participant at the meeting who devoted their valuable time, prioritized their often limited continuing educational dollars, and sacrificed their own personal finances in order to attend the 2008 DRS meeting. 
